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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Lorain Harbor Dredge Material Management Plan (DMMP) Lorain, OH.
Location:  Lorain Harbor is located on the southern shore of Lake Erie 28 miles west of Cleveland, OH.   

Project Description:  Since 1979, all dredged material from Lorain Harbor has been classified as unsuitable for open-lake disposal, and has been placed in the Lorain Confined Disposal Facility (CDF).  The CDF was constructed in 1978, covers 58 acres and has a design capacity of 1,850,000 cubic yards.
Importance: The goal of the project is to develop a 20-year long term plan to deal with the disposal of sediments dredged from Lorain Harbor and the Black River. If the harbor and river are not dredged in a timely manner, industry will be unable to operate.

Consequence: Without adequate dredging to maintain the Federal channel, industry will be unable to continue operation. If Republic Steel is unable to continue operations at Lorain, severe economic hardship will occur to the City of Lorain.   

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The DMMP study is estimated to cost $982,000.

Current Status:  A DMMP is being prepared to address the long term dredge disposal needs of the harbor.  It will provide an opportunity for the Corps of Engineers, the harbor community and regulating agencies to work together to formulate a 20-year, long-term solution to the disposal of dredged material for Lorain Harbor.  The plan will be compatible with local harbor revitalization efforts and will balance the economic and environmental needs of the area.  The DMMP will consider a full range of options to include beneficial use, sediment reduction, and new disposal site options.  Since the DMMP was not completed and the preferred alternative was not implemented before the existing CDF runs out of capacity (2006), an interim  fill management plan which involves raising the perimeter berm at the Lorain CDF is being implemented.  

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Lorain Port Authority and the City of Lorain.

Congressional Interests: Representative Betty Sutton D-OH-13, Senator Sherrod Brown D–OH, Senator George Voinovich R–OH

Issues: There are two issues affecting Lorain Harbor:
a. Capacity:  The CDF has reached capacity.  Construction of berm modifications occurred in FY 2007 and a second round of berm raisings will occur again in FY2009. The third and final berm raising will occur in FY2011 if the upland site does not come online until 2013.

b. The proposed Preferred Alternative is disposal of sediments (which do not meet Federal standards) in the upland brownfields site, known as the Republic Coke Plant site, which is owned by the City of Lorain. Sediments which do meet the Federal standard for open lake placement will be put in the existing open lake disposal site. No cost-shared construction project is recommended.

Project Manager:  Joshua J. Feldmann (716) 879-4393
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