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      FACT SHEET


         June 2008
ONONDAGA LAKE PARTNERSHIP – ONONDAGA LAKE, NY
Section 573 of the 1999 Water Resources Development Act, as amended
General Investigation
Location  
· The project area is located in the Onondaga Lake watershed in Onondaga County, NY and includes the city of Syracuse.
Project Description  
· USACE leadership of the Onondaga Lake Partnership (OLP) and watershed-scale planning.
· Representing the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, the Buffalo District Commander chairs the OLP Executive Committee comprised of appropriate Federal agencies, the State of New York and political subdivisions of the State for the purpose of development and implementation of lake improvement projects.
· The Buffalo District provides the OLP recording secretary and appoints staff to serve as voting representatives and provide technical, financial, educational, and public relations expertise on each of the two OLP Standing Committees comprised of the Project Committee and Outreach Committee.
Importance  
· Active USACE participation in the OLP is critical to preserving the viability of the Partnership.   
· The state & local OLP partners, stakeholders, and local stewards of the Onondaga Lake environment rely upon Corps Federal funding as the foundation for continued planning, design, and implementation of projects for lake water quality improvements and the return of Onondaga Lake’s designated uses (swimming, fish propagation, and secondary recreation).
Consequences  

· Without FY10 GI funding, the Buffalo District would cease leadership and participation in the OLP and would consequently not fulfill its responsibilities and functions set forth in the Section 573 authorization.
· Expanding the Corps’ role to fill leadership gaps in planning and execution of the OLP mission is precluded by uncertainty of future funding.

Project Capabilities  

· Feasibility phase is 100% Federally-funded.
· The FY10 capability for leadership and administration of the Partnership is $450,000.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09  Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Feasibility
	$7,579k
	$4,031k
	$450
	$450k
	$0
	$470k
	$0


Project Sponsor/Customer 
· Sponsor – Onondaga County, NY. 
· Customer – Onondaga Lake Partnership members and other government, educational, non-profit agencies, local communities and tribal nations.
Congressional Interests
· Representative James Walsh R-NY-25
· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

· Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status 
· The OLP is authorized through the year 2014.

· The Buffalo District continues to lead the partnership through chairmanship of the OLP Executive Committee, participation in OLP Standing Committees, and leadership and coordination of the OLP Annual Progress Meeting.
Issues
· OLP GI appropriation not included in FY09 President’s proposed budget.
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Project Manager:  Steven A. Vriesen (716) 879-4359, steven.a.vriesen@usace.army.mil
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