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      FACT SHEET


         June 2008
ONONDAGA LAKE WATERSHED STUDY – ONONDAGA LAKE, NY
Section 573 of the 1999 Water Resources Development Act, as amended
General Investigation
Location  
· The project area is located in the Onondaga Lake watershed in Onondaga County, NY and includes the city of Syracuse.
Project Description  
· In FY2003 the Buffalo District initiated an Onondaga Lake watershed management study at 100 percent Federal expense.
· The Onondaga Lake Watershed Progress Assessment and Action Strategies will serve as a decision-making tool to enhance the planning and prioritization of future OLP projects, wise allocation of limited Federal and non-Federal funding, and will help to ensure that ongoing and completed lake and watershed improvement projects become integrated into a comprehensive sustainable strategy for achieving the goals of the OLP
Importance  
· The OLP recognized the need for a document to support the needs of resource managers and decision makers and also to inform the general public.   
· The preparation of the Onondaga Lake Watershed Progress Assessment and Action Strategies is recognized as an important tool to provide a sound basis for resource managers and decision makers to formulate strategies and priorities.
Consequences  

· Without FY10 GI funding, the Buffalo District will not be able to maintain active OLP participation and leadership.
· Termination of USACE leadership and administration of the Partnership resulting from a lack of FY09 GI appropriations will negatively impact the Corps’ ability to lead and coordinate the Partners during critical phases of product development.

Project Capabilities  

· Feasibility phase is 100% Federally-funded.
· The FY10 capability for the watershed management study is $20k.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09 Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Feasibility
	$1,338k
	$1,204k
	$42k
	$50k
	$0
	$20k
	$0


Project Sponsor/Customer 
· Sponsor – Onondaga County, NY.  
· Customer – Onondaga Lake Partnership members and other government, educational, non-profit agencies, local communities and tribal nations.
Congressional Interests
· Representative James Walsh R-NY-25
· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

· Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status 
· The Buffalo District continues the management and oversight of the contract with Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board for active work tasks.
Issues
· OLP GI appropriation not included in FY09 President’s proposed budget.

Project Manager:  Steven A. Vriesen (716) 879-4359, steven.a.vriesen@usace.army.mil
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