[image: image1.png]US Army Cor
of Engin‘:aers®ps

Buffalo District



                                                
                                           FACT SHEET                             June 2008
Amherst, NY – Drainage and Flood Evaluation Study 
Planning Assistance to States (PAS)
Section 22 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1974, as amended

General Investigations
Location   
· Town of Amherst, NY, a major northeastern suburb located approximately 18 miles from the city of Buffalo, NY.
Project Description 
· Under the PAS authority, hydrologic models would be prepared to identify the 25-year and 50-year carrying capacity of the town’s Diversion channels.  Hydrologic and hydraulic studies would be pursued in order to assist the town in creating alternative solutions for their flooding and drainage issues. This would be a continuation of the initial Planning Assistance to States study which was completed in November 2005.
Importance  
· The goal of the project is to provide a tool for the town of Amherst to evaluate how future development can potentially impact the diversion channels in the town.

Consequences  
· Without the development of this tool, the town of Amherst will continue to be plagued by local flooding events as development occurs in the watershed.

Project Capabilities  
· $ 100k in Federal funds to initiate and complete the study.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09 Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Planning Assistance1
	TBD
	$326k
	$0
	$100k
	$0
	$100k
	$0


(1) PAS Studies are cost-shared 50% Fed, 50% non-Fed.

Project Sponsor/Customer 
· The study sponsor would be the town of Amherst, with other interested customers including Erie County and NY State.  
Congressional Interests
· Representative Thomas Reynolds R-NY-26

· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

· Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status 
· Coordination has been on-going with the town of Amherst to develop a Scope of Work (SOW) and associated cost estimate for this effort.
Issues 
· Due to the wide applicability of this authority, there are many governmental entities who would like to pursue studies with the Corps of Engineers, however, funding limitations may impact study implementation.


Project Manager  Laura V. Ortiz (716) 879-4407, laura.v.ortiz@usace.army.mil
