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FACT SHEET

                       June 2008
CUYAHOGA RIVER, RIVERBED ROAD– OH 
Emergency Streambank Erosion Protection for Public Facilities
Section 14 of the Flood Control Act of 1946, as amended
Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)
Location
· Riverbed Street is along the west bank of the Cuyahoga River near downtown Cleveland, Ohio.
Project Description
· In January 2006, a 300-foot section of Riverbed Street was severely damaged by a partial failure of the western bank of the Cuyahoga River.  At the point of failure, Riverbed Street dropped 18 inches vertically and moved approximately 8 inches toward the Cuyahoga River, forcing the city of Cleveland to close the road.  Slope failure and subsequent movement of the streambank at this location has damaged 1300 feet of a critical 5-foot diameter brick-lined sewer used to convey massive volumes of combined sewage to a nearby wastewater treatment plant.  
· Since the initial response, a second section of Riverbed Street has failed because of a partial failure of the western bank of the Cuyahoga River.  The new failure area is located approximately 1500 feet upstream of the first failure area.  The 5-foot diameter brick sewer referenced above also extends beneath the new failure area.  It is likely that a catastrophic slope failure would sever the sewer line resulting in a raw sewage spill into the Cuyahoga River.  Such an event would also directly affect operations in the navigable portion of the Cuyahoga River channel by either blocking portions of the channel or creating an unacceptable environmental condition.  
· The unstable conditions caused by streambank and shoreline erosion on the Cuyahoga River call for prompt action to eliminate the threat to public safety and to remedy the interruption of vital services along Riverbed Street.  Shoreline stabilization work at this location is necessary to avert any future threat to operations in the Cuyahoga River Federal Navigation Channel.
Importance
· Stabilization of the Cuyahoga River shoreline adjacent to Riverbed Street would provide critical protection to the Federal Navigation Channel, Riverbed Street, and the combined sewer pipeline located beneath Riverbed Street.
Consequences
· Without stabilization, this section of Cuyahoga River shoreline may catastrophically fail, resulting in disruption of the Federal Navigation Channel, complete destruction of Riverbed Street, and spillage of raw sewage into the Cuyahoga River resulting from damage to the high-capacity combined sewage pipeline.
Project Capabilities
· Feasibility phase is cost-shared 50% Federal and 50% non-Federal
· Design and Implementation is cost-share 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal   
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget
	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09  Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Feasibility1
	$400k
	$0
	$0
	$100k
	$0
	$100k
	$0


(1) First $100k is at 100% Federal expense.
Project Sponsor/Customer
· The city of Cleveland (Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District) is both the sponsor and the customer.
Congressional Interests
· Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones D-OH-11

· Representative Dennis Kucinich D-OH-10

· Senator George Voinovich R-OH

· Senator Sherrod Brown D-OH

Current Status 
· The Buffalo District received a letter of request from the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District in November 2006.  The letter requested that the Buffalo District undertake an investigation of this emergency streambank erosion problem under the Corps’ Section 14 authority.

Issues
· Demand for funding in the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP) for FY 2009 greatly exceeds appropriations.  
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This picture taken in the summer of 2006 shows a 100-foot section of Riverbed Street damaged in January 2006 by slope movement.  Riverbed Street remains closed to traffic until stabilization of the Cuyahoga River shoreline is complete.
Project Manager:  Brzozowiec, Casey (716) 879-4232, Casimir.Brzozowiec@USACE.army.mil
