[image: image1.png]US Army Cor
of Engin‘:aers®ps

Buffalo District



                                                
                                            FACT SHEET                                   June 2008
Chautauqua Lake, Chautauqua County, NY 
Aquatic Plant Control and Watershed Study
Watershed Studies (Section 729 of WRDA of 1986, as amended by Section 202 of WRDA of 2000);  Aquatic Plant Control (Section 302 of the River and Harbor Act of 1958, as amended).
General Investigations
Location   
· Chautauqua Lake is located in Chautauqua County, southwestern New York State about 60 miles south of Buffalo, NY.
Project Description 
· No Corps of Engineers Project currently exists at Chautauqua Lake.  The Chautauqua Lake watershed encompasses an area of about 176 square miles with a lake surface area of about 20 square miles.  The lake is narrowed at the middle dividing it into a north and south basin.  The south basin is very shallow and plagued by rooted aquatic vegetation (Eurasian milfoil) and algal blooms severely impacting boating and other recreational uses.  Significant sediment and nutrient inputs from the watershed, including heavy erosion from Goose Creek seem to be accelerating eutrophication problems of the lake.roadway and parking areas and construction of multi-use buildings on the site.  Reconnaissance level plans have been developed by local advocates and they are soliciting assistance with further studies and implementation.
Importance  
· The goal of aquatic plant control on Chautauqua Lake is to enhance recreational opportunities on the lake, particularly swimming, boating and fishing and improve the quality of aquatic habitats.  During the summer months, when the lake gets its heaviest use, it is literally choked with aquatic vegetation.  The Chautauqua Lake Association spends considerable time and funds attempting to manually control (harvest) the weeds with marginal success.  Limited control of eroded sediments and nutrient inputs (particularly phosphorus) from upstream areas of the watershed enhance the growth of aquatic plants in the lake.
Consequences  
· Ultimately, without effective intervention, the lake will continue to fill with sediments and nutrients, the aquatic plant problem will worsen and the lakes value as a natural and recreational resource will be severely diminished.  The lake is also ringed by a significant number of structures ranging from small cottages for rent to million dollar homes.  In the long run, the significant tourist economy provided by the lake, property values and the value of the recreational experience, will decline if the aquatic plant problem is not checked.

Project Capabilities  
· $100k in Federal funds could be used to conduct the Section 905(b) Reconnaissance Analysis

· $333k in Federal funds could be used to conduct an Aquatic Plant Control study.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09  Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Feasibility1
	TBD
	$0
	$0
	$100k
	$0
	$100k
	$0

	Aquatic Plant Control
	TBD
	$0
	$0
	$333k
	$0
	$333k
	$0


(1) First $100k is at 100% Federal expense as the 905(b) Reconnaissance Analysis.

Project Sponsor/Customer 
· Chautauqua County, NY; the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation; the Chautauqua Lake Association; the Chautauqua Lake Management Commission, and numerous other local interests.
Congressional Interests
· Representative Brian Higgins D-NY-27

· Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY
Current Status 
· No studies of Chautauqua Lake have been initiated by the Corps of Engineers.  Chautauqua Lake, due to the fact it drains to the Allegheny River is actually located within the geographical boundaries of the Pittsburgh District of the USACE.  However, the Buffalo, NY District office is located much closer to the lake is and currently handling USACE coordination and consultation efforts related to USACE activity on the lake.
Issues 
· None


Project Manager  Philip E. Berkeley. (716) 879-4145; Philip.E.Berkeley@usace.army.mil
