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Title/Name:  New York State Thruway Authority (NYSTA) – Milepost (MP) 289.3 to 304.5; Department of the Army (DA) Permit Application No. 2007-01017
Location:  The reconstruction is proposed to occur from MP 289.3 to 304.5 along the existing Interstate 90 Thruway System, in Onondaga and Cayuga Counties, New York.

Project Description: The NYSTA proposes to reconstruct and rehabilitate approximately 15 miles of the NYS Thruway, including full depth repair to deteriorating pavement and travel lanes, increasing shoulder widths, flattening roadside embankments, rehabilitating, replacing and extending culvert ends, and widening bridges. 
Appropriation Category:  Regulatory

Authority:  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
Project Sponsor/Customer:  New York State Thruway Authority (NYSTA)
Congressional Interests:
Representative Michael Arcuri D-NY-24

Representative James Walsh R-NY-25
Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  The NYSTA applied for a DA permit on May 18, 2007, to fill 6.2 acres of wetland, primarily associated with the proposed flattening of roadside embankments.  On July 20, 2007, the Corps requested additional information to initiate the review of the proposed project.  At this time, the Corps advised the NYSTA that the project would be reviewed under the Standard Permit process, which requires the publication of a public notice and a full public interest review.  The NYSTA responded by indicating that it is their intent to progress the project through the Nationwide Permit No. 3 process, as they are rehabilitating the highway, and bringing it up to current safety standards.  On September 20, 2007, the Corps’ project manager, after consulting with the NY Section Chief and the NY District NYSTA Project Manager, again advised the NYSTA that the project would be reviewed through the Standard Permit process, and again requested the additional information necessary to review the application.  The Corps project manager conducted site inspections and project meetings on October 4 and November 6, 2007.  In addition, the Corps met with the applicant, NYSDEC and USFWS on October 23, 2007, to make the agencies aware of the project prior to the publication of the public notice.  The 30-day Public Notice (PN) expired on December 2, 2007.  The NYSTA responded to comments on the PN on January 19, 2008.  The NYSTA has modified the proposal to minimize the proposed wetland impact to 5.4 acres.  On February 15, 2008, the Corps advised the NYSTA of remaining issues that needed to be resolved prior to the finalization of an environmental assessment and subsequent permit recommendation.  This includes the submission of a wetland mitigation plan, which the applicant is currently working on with Ducks Unlimited..
Issues:   The applicant is currently working on developing a wetland mitigation plan, to compensate for proposed wetland impacts.  The applicant is also working on a plan to minimize the potential spread of invasive species during construction.  Once the mitigation plan is submitted, the Corps will review and coordinate with the USEPA and USFWS to determine if it is complete and appropriate.  The Oneida Indian Nation has also requested that they be notified once the mitigation site has been selected, to determine if they have any concerns with respect to the site.   
Path Forward:  If an acceptable mitigation plan is submitted USACE staff will prepare an Environmental Assessment and provide a recommendation for a permit decision.
Other: The Corps has advised the NYSTA that all applications should be directed to the NYSTA Regulatory point of contact in the Auburn Field Office, to limit delays in processing their applications.  The Corps has also repeatedly offered to hold a meeting at the staff level, to also include the New York District Corps, to discuss programmatic issues, upcoming projects, and to provide an update on recent changes to the Corps Regulatory program.  The NYSTA has indicated they would like to meet, and will get back to us with potential dates.  The Corps has not yet heard back from the NYSTA regarding scheduling of a meeting.
Project Manager:  Margaret Crawford (315) 704-0256 

