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Title/Name:  Town of Massena Electric Department (MED),  Massena Grasse River Multipurpose Hydroelectric Project, Department of the Army (DA) Permit Processing No. 2007-01424 

 

Location:  Grasse River, Town of Massena, St. Lawrence County, New York.
Project Description:  Town of Massena is proposing the construction of a multipurpose hydroelectric dam on the Grasse River.  The proposed project will consist of a new gravity dam with integral powerhouse and tailrace with an impoundment of approximately 300 acres and 8 miles long.  The full aquatic resource impacts associated with the proposed project are not known at this time.  
Appropriation Category:  Regulatory

Authority:  Sections 9 and 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act  
            

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Town of Massena Electric Department (MED)
Congressional Interests:

Representative John McHugh R-NY-23

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  The Corps, at this time, has not received an application for the proposed project.  On July 25, 2007, the Corps sent a letter requesting cooperating agency status at the request of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), the lead Federal agency.  On October 17, 2007, the Corps sent a letter to FERC and the applicant, outlining the DA permit requirements and the regulations that are applicable.  Buffalo District personnel have attended numerous stakeholder meetings with the applicant, agencies, and interested parties.  In addition, the Corps met with the applicant and their consultants on February 11, 2008 and May 5, 2008 to explain the requirements of the permitting process, including a thorough evaluation of alternatives.  The applicant has stated they will likely submit a permit application in late 2009 or early 2010.         

Issues:  The Town of Massena Electric Department will be required to demonstrate that the proposed project complies with the USEPA Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines and the preferred alternative represents the least damaging practicable alternative.  Based on the potential significant impact of new dam construction and its resultant impoundment of waters of the United States, the Federal lead agency, FERC, will conduct an EIS as the appropriate NEPA environmental document.  If this project is authorized, it would be the first new dam construction in the Northeast in approximately 20 years.  
Path Forward:  The Corps will continue to meet and work with the applicant, FERC, USEPA, USFWS, NYSDEC, the Tribal Nation, and other involved NGO’s to ensure that MED thoroughly explores project alternatives to avoid and minimize impacts to aquatic resources.
Project Manager:  Scott Schlueter, (716) 879-4325
