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Buffalo River Area of Concern (AOC), NY, Agreement 2

Section 401 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended 
Great Lakes Remedial Action Plans (GLRAP)

General Investigations
Location  

· The Buffalo River watershed is located in western NY and encompasses 431 square miles.  Cazenovia, Buffalo and Cayuga Creeks are the three main tributaries that converge in the town of West Seneca to form the Buffalo River.  The Buffalo River generally flows in a northwesterly direction and confluences with Lake Erie adjacent to the mouth of the Niagara River.   
Project Description 

· The Buffalo River suffers from sediment and contaminant transport throughout the watershed, as well as the historical impacts of contaminated sediments in the Area of Concern (AOC).  This Buffalo River GL RAP study is a cooperative effort by the Corps of Engineers, NY State Department of Environmental Conservation, and the Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER.  In the completed elements of the study potential pilot habitat restoration sites have been assessed along the river to prioritize areas for remediation, restoration and their potential to contribute to the reduction of sediment and contaminant loadings in the watershed.  The Corps has also collected, and conducted a bioaccumulation assessment of surface sediments in the Buffalo River. The remaining work involves public outreach and the development of sediment screening criteria. 
Importance  
· The sediment screening criteria is needed to establish benchmarks for risk assessment of potential restoration efforts after the river is environmentally dredged with potential USEPA-GLNPO Great Lakes Legacy Act Funding.  
Consequences 
· Lack of funding limits restoration of the beneficial use impairments and efficient progress toward delisting this Area of Concern.
· Without the sediment screening criteria the Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER will have challenges working with USEPA-Great Lakes National Program Office on potential dredging scenarios that will allow them to plan for optimal ecosystem restoration sites in the future. 

Project Capabilities  
· Provide technical, planning, and engineering assistance to States and local governments in the development and implementation of remedial action plans for Areas of Concern in the Great Lakes identified under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978.
· Technical, planning, and engineering assistance cost-shared 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09  Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Technical Assistance / Study*1
	$285k
	$188k
	$0
	$97k
	$0
	$97k
	$0


1)  Feasibility Phase and Design & Implementation are not conducted under the Section 401 GLRAP authority (see project capabilities).
Project Sponsor/Customer 

· The Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER is the sponsor and the Buffalo River RAP is the primary customer for this study. 

Congressional Interests
· Representative Brian Higgins D-NY-27

· Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-28

· Representative Thomas Reynolds R-NY-26

· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

· Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY
Current Status 
· Numeric thresholds for sediment contaminants and public outreach could be completed if funds are provided in FY09.
Issues 

· GL RAP funding is not budgetable by the Corps and is subject to Congressional adds.  No work is planned in FY09 due to lack of funding.  
Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona (716) 879-4215, anthony.m.friona@usace.army.mil 
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