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Oswego River Basin, NY
Planning Assistance to States (PAS)
Section 22 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1974, as amended.
General Investigations

Location   
· Central NY, comprising over  5,000 square miles, including the Finger Lakes
Project Description 
· The previous Oswego River Basin Study was proposed by then Congressman William Walsh in 1974.  The primary purpose of the Corps study was to develop alternative water resource plans which would improve flood and conservation management on the controlled lakes within the basin.  The alternative plans considered the improvement and optimization of water related resources such as water supply, navigation, hydropower, water quality, recreation, wastewater management, and water-related environmental quality.  Current uses in the basin and the independent operation of the lakes need to be re-addressed.  NYS Canal Corporation supports a re-analysis of the basin and new rule curves developed.
 
Importance  
· The area has quite a number of water resource related issues.  However, flooding is a primary issue of the basin and affects numerous people, businesses and communities.  This needs to be addressed.

Consequences  
· If nothing is done, the basin communities will continue to be affected by flooding along with operating of the NYS Canal.

Project Capabilities  
· $250k in Federal funds could be used initiate a study.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09 Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Planning Assistance
	TBD
	$0
	$0
	$250k
	$0
	$250k
	$0


(1) PAS Studies are cost-shared 50% Fed, 50% non-Fed.

Project Sponsor/Customer 
· Potential cost share sponsors will be identified during the Reconnaissance phase.
Congressional Interests
· Representative James Walsh R-NY-25
· Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY
Current Status 
· Not funded – not initiated.
Issues 
· This would be a large undertaking and several years to complete with a likely cost to complete that far exceeds what has been historically appropriated under General Investigations.  The Canal Corporation thought that given the magnitude of the Oswego Basin (5000+ sq. miles) and the complexity of issues, $350,000 to $500,000 would be needed to properly scope the Feasibility study.


Project Manager  Philip E. Berkeley. (716) 879-4145; Philip.E.Berkeley@usace.army.mil
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