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FACT SHEET            
       June 2008
Niagara River Area of Concern (Cayuga Creek), NY 
Section 401 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended 
Great Lakes Remedial Action Plans (GLRAP)
General Investigations
Location  
· The Niagara River Area of Concern (AOC) is located in Erie and Niagara Counties in western New York. This AOC extends from Smokes Creek near the southern end of the Buffalo Harbor, north to the mouth of the Niagara River at Lake Ontario.  The Cayuga Creek watershed lies within the Niagara River drainage basin of western NY in Niagara County and is one of four named tributaries in the AOC.
Project Description
· The Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER has expressed an interest in creating a Restoration Road Map for the watershed.  The Restoration Road Map will be designed to coordinate and synthesize all available data previously generated relating to the physical, chemical, and biological health of the creek and to outline a clear strategy for systematically restoring the health of the system.  In particular, the Restoration Road Map will clearly outline opportunities and work with stakeholders to establish clear program priorities in the following topic areas for the next five to ten years: Streambank Stabilization and Erosion Control, Habitat Conservation and Restoration, Stormwater Management, and Contaminant Reduction.
Importance 
· The Cayuga Creek watershed lies within the Niagara River drainage basin and is one of four named tributaries that have significant impacts to the Niagara River AOC.
Consequence
· Lack of funding limits restoration of the beneficial use impairments and efficient progress toward delisting this Area of Concern.
· Stresses on the Cayuga Creek watershed will continue to contribute to the impairment of beneficial uses of the Niagara River. 

Project Capabilities   
· Provide technical, planning, and engineering assistance to States and local governments in the development and implementation of remedial action plans for areas of concern in the Great Lakes identified under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 1978.
· Technical, planning, and engineering assistance cost-shared 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget

	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09  Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Technical Assistance / Study*1
	$335k
	$185k
	$0
	$150k
	$0
	$150k
	$0


(1)  Feasibility Phase and Design & Implementation are not conducted under the Section 401 RAP authority. (see project capabilities)
Current Status  
· The Restoration Road Map is scheduled to be complete March 2009 but the additional sampling that is needed for contaminated sediment cleanup analysis remains unfunded. 
Project Sponsor/Customer
· The Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER is the sponsor for this study, with the Niagara County Department of Economic Planning as an important customer.
Congressional Interests: 
· Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-28

· Representative Thomas Reynolds R-NY-26

· Representative Brian Higgins D-NY-27
· Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

· Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Issues  

· RAP funding is unbudgetable by the Corps and is subject to only Congressional adds, this uncertainty is disruptive to the study process.
Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona (716) 879-4215, anthony.m.friona@usace.army.mil
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