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MAUMEE BAY HABITAT RESORATION – OH
Regional Sediment Management - Beneficial Use of Dredged Material

Section 204 of the 1992 Water Resources Development Act, as amended
Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)
Location  
· On Lake Erie near the city of Toledo, OH and covers areas in both OH and MI.
Project Description 
· This project is essential to the regional sediment management strategy for Western Lake Erie and Toledo Harbor where over 1,000,000 cubic yards (CY) of material is scheduled to be dredged annually and placed in the open lake.  In cooperation with the State of Ohio, this project will investigate alternatives to beneficially using this material as a community resource, and will evaluate the Federal interest in restoring and creating over 200 acres of coastal wetland habitat island along with other alternatives.
Importance  
· Ohio Environmental Protection Agency supports and evaluates progress of beneficial dredged materials usage in approving issuance of a Section 401 Water Quality Certification; without certification, the Corps can not dredge and maintain Toledo Harbor. 
· Migratory birds are of great ecological and economic value to the area.
· Healthy ecosystems need to be created to provide places where birds can nest and raise their young, spend their winters, and rest and rejuvenate during migration.
· Spawning, nursery, and feeding habitat for a wide variety of game fish and forage fish species contributes to healthy sport fisheries essential to economic vitality of the region.

· Since 1850, Lake Erie marshland from Vermilion, OH to the Detroit River has been reduced from over 1,500 square miles to less than 58 square miles

Consequences  
· If the project is not maintained, it will negatively impact the port reputation and ability to attract major new markets such as ethanol, and a potential coke processing facility. If the port closes, it would result in closure of major mid-west manufacturing facilities and the loss of 500 local and 50,000 regional jobs.

· If beneficial reuse of dredged material is not used to restore habitat, migratory birds’ ability to survive is compromised.
· Lake Erie Marshland acreages continue to decline.
Project Capabilities  
· Feasibility phase is 100% Federally funded.
· Design and Implementation is cost-shared 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY 2009 and 2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget
	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY09 Need
	FY09 Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Feasibility
	$1,500k
	$862k
	$350k
	$0
	$288k
	$0

	Design & Implementation
	$5,000k
	$0
	$0
	$0
	$100k
	$0

	TOTAL
	$6,000k
	$862k
	$350k
	$0
	$388k
	$0


Project Sponsor/Customer 
· Sponsor - Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).  
· Customer - Citizens of Toledo and Oregon, OH by letter of request – May 24, 2004.
Congressional Interests
· Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

· Senator George Voinovich R-OH

· Senator Sherrod Brown D-OH

Current Status 
· Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP) was approved in 2006  
· As of 8 Apr 08, Feasibility phase is 100% Federal.
· Feasibility Study Kickoff meeting occurred on 19 Jun 2008. Geotechnical sampling of potential sites occurred in September 2008. 

· 50% Draft Detailed Project Report is scheduled for completion in spring 2009.

Issues 
· State of Ohio has expressed concerns about open lake placement of dredged materials from Toledo Harbor which may ultimately prevent dredging of Toledo Harbor unless beneficial use activities are expanded.

· Project requires local sponsor to budget $2.5M of funds for construction in Ohio State budget cycle fiscal year 2012-2013. 
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Project Manager: Craig M. Forgette, P.E., PMP (716) 879-4187, craig.m.forgette@usace.army.mil
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