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ONONDAGA LAKE PARTNERSHIP – ONONDAGA LAKE, NY
FACT SHEET

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (CG)                                               

June 2008
Congressional Interests:

Representative James Walsh R-NY-25
Senator Charles Schumer D-NY
Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY
Project Capabilities:

	Project
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09

Need
	FY09 Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget
	Remarks

	Constructing Sewer Separations at Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Basin 051 
	$0k
	$2,000k
	$0k
	$2,000k
	$0k
	Grant Agreement with Onondaga County for the separation and improvement of the combined sanitary and storm sewers in Syracuse, New York.  Sewer separation will be accomplished through the construction of a new sanitary sewer system and the conversion of the existing combined sewer into a storm sewer system.

	Valley Drive Area Sewer Improvements Phase III
	$0k
	$945k
	$0k
	$945k
	$0k
	Grant agreement with the city of Syracuse for the construction of a new storm sewer along Valley Drive.  All catch basins along Valley Drive where new storm sewers are installed will be connected into the new storm sewer, thus eliminating storm water from entering the sanitary sewer.

	Constructing Sewer Separations at Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Basin 022
	$0k
	$1,700k
	$0k
	$1,700k
	$0k
	Grant Agreement with Onondaga County for the separation and improvement of the combined sanitary and storm sewers in Syracuse, New York.  

	Valley Drive Area Sewer Improvements Phase IV
	$0k
	$4,100k
	$0k
	$4,100k
	$0k
	Grant agreement with the city of Syracuse for the continuation of construction of a new storm sewer along Valley Drive.  

	TOTAL
	$0k
	$8,745k
	$0k
	$8,745k
	$0k
	


Current Condition:  The Onondaga Lake Partnership (OLP) is authorized through the year 2014 to plan design and implement projects consistent with the 1993 Onondaga Lake Management Plan (OLMP) and in compliance with the 1998 Amended Consent Judgment (ACJ).  USACE is authorized to use Construction General funds to develop and implement lake improvement projects and does so on an annual basis as a member of the OLP.
The Buffalo District presently provides proactive and responsive project management for 2 individual planning and design projects totaling $1.04 million (Federal) and $375 thousand (non-Federal) and 5 grants cost-shared with Onondaga County totaling $7.9 million (Federal) and $3.4 million (non-Federal) for sewer separation to reduce or eliminate combined sewer overflows (CSOs) to Onondaga Creek.  

Project Description:  Onondaga Lake is located in central New York, and is part of the New York State (NYS) Barge Canal System and Oswego River System, has a total drainage area of 285 square miles and a surface area of 4.6 square miles.  The city of Syracuse is located along the south shore of the lake.  The lake empties into the Seneca River, also a part of the NYS Barge Canal.  The major water resource problem associated with the lake is its degraded water quality and habitat.  Buffalo District leads the Onondaga Lake Partnership consisting of local, state, and Federal agencies in developing and implementing lake and watershed improvement projects.

Importance:  Corps cannot budget Construction General (CG) funds under the current authority because projects are environmental infrastructure projects, which are not consistent with Administration Policy.   The state & local OLP Partners, stakeholders, and local stewards of the Onondaga Lake environment rely upon Corps Federal funding as the foundation for continued planning, design, and implementation of projects for lake water quality improvements and the return of Onondaga Lake’s designated uses (swimming, fish propagation, and secondary recreation). 

Consequences:  Without additional USACE funds, the number and scope of OLP projects for the comprehensive restoration, conservation, and management of Onondaga Lake and watershed will greatly diminish; the timeline for lake and watershed revitalization will expand further into the future; USACE and OLP leadership toward education on the importance of watershed-scale water resources planning will cease; and most importantly the OLP will not achieve established goals for cleanup, restoration, conservation, and long-term management of Onondaga Lake and its watershed.
If funding is appropriated less than the expressed capability, priority will be given to fully funding ACJ related projects such as combined sewer separation (CSO) and remaining funds then allocated toward the cost-shared completion of non-ACJ related work as determined by the OLP and approved by the OLP Executive Committee.

Project Manager:  Steven A. Vriesen (716) 879-4359, steven.a.vriesen@usace.army.mil 
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