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Title/Name: Lorain Harbor Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) Maintenance, Lorain, OH
Location:  Lorain Harbor is located in Lorain OH, on the southern shore of Lake Erie, approximately 25 miles west of Cleveland and 90 miles east of Toledo.

Project Description:  The Corps of Engineers operates and maintains a CDF at Lorain Harbor that is used to store contaminated dredge sediments.  The CDF was built in 1978 at a Federal cost of $7.9M to provide a storage capacity of 1,850,000 cubic yards of sediment.  These facilities are normally turned over to local sponsors for redevelopment after they are filled to capacity.  At the conclusion of the 2006 dredging season, the CDF was considered to be essentially filled to capacity. Without modifications, the CDF at Lorain Harbor cannot be used for dredged material from the next planned dredging event scheduled for October 2007. 

Importance: The goal of the project is to extend the life of the Lorain CDF. Dredging of the Black River is necessary for Republic Steel to continue their operations at the harbor. Sediments which do not meet the Federal standard for open lake placement must be placed in the CDF.

Consequence:  The Lorain CDF was filled to design capacity at the conclusion of the 2006 dredging season. Without raising the berm to extend the life of the CDF, dredging at Lorain Harbor will cease. This would place significant economic hardship on the community if Republic Steel cannot operate.
Appropriation Category: Operations and Maintenance (O&M)

Total Estimated Cost: Total project cost is $328,500 and is 100% Federal.   

Current Status:

The Corps of Engineers completed a Detailed Design Report in 2005 for modifications needed to extend the useful life of the existing Lorain CDF. The recommended plan was to construct an engineered 4-6 foot earthen berm in FY 2007.
An 8(a) contract was awarded on 9 July 2007 to Tab Construction Company, Inc. to construct the perimeter berm around the existing CDF. Construction will be completed by 1 October 2007 to allow for fall dredging.  The City of Lorain has hired Tab Construction to do brush clearing in preparation of the berm construction in lieu of rental payments to the Corps for a pier adjacent to the existing CDF which is used for recreational purposes. 
Project Sponsor/Customers:  External customers and stakeholders include, but are not limited to, local industries, commercial shipping interests, U.S. Coast Guard, other local, state and Federal agencies, and the recreational boating community.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Betty Sutton D-OH-13

Senator Sherrod Brown D-OH

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Issues:  The berm will need to be raised up to three times if no other disposal location is identified in the short-term. 
Project Manager:  Michele L. Hope (716) 879-4124
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