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WALNUT CREEK ACCESS AREA – PA
Small Navigational Projects
Section 107 of the River and Harbor Act of 1960, as amended.
Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Location  
· The project site is located along the southern shore of Lake Erie, Erie County, PA, five miles west of Presque Isle Peninsula, PA
Project Description
· Plan recommended in the draft Detailed Project Report of 2004 would solve navigation problems by construction of stone rubblemound structures to the east and west of the creek’s mouth

· Walnut Creek experiences sedimentation at the mouth due to predominant longshore transport of sediments from west to east and sediments deposited due to creek outflow at the mouth. 
Importance 
· Walnut Creek is a small, but important, state marina facility along the Lake Erie shoreline of PA.
· Harbor of refuge.

· Deposition of sediments is compounded by shallow and exposed shale bedrock in the lake entrance area. 
· There is no protection against waves entering the creek and several fatalities have occurred when boats floundered attempting entrance under adverse conditions. 

· The number and size of vessels using the harbor have grown significantly in the last 25 years.  600’ long stone jetty on the western side of the channel, and a rock bin wall on the eastern side, afford minimal protection for vessels currently frequenting the site during Lake Erie storm events. 
Consequence
· Without the recommended navigation improvements, the marina will remain a high risk, dangerous-to-use facility, particularly during storms.
Project Capabilities  
· Feasibility phase is cost-shared 50% Federal and 50% non-Federal depending on the type of project
· Design and Implementation cost sharing is dependent upon mix of commercial and recreational benefits.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FY2009 and FY2010 Project Needs and President’s Budget
	Project Phase
	Est. Fed. Cost of Phase
	Federal Funding to Date
	FY08 Allocation
	FY09 Need
	FY09  Budget
	FY10 Need
	FY10 Budget

	Feasibility1
	TBD
	$0
	$0
	$150k
	$0
	$150k
	$0



(1) First $100k is at 100% Federal expense.

Current Status  
· A Detailed Project Report was completed in 2004. Nine alternatives were identified and evaluated.

· Due to funding constraints this project did not receive funding in fiscal years 2005 - 2007 and has been put on hold.
Project Sponsor/Customer
· Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC), developer and operator of the site have shown interest, by letter dated September 3, 1999 in serving as the non-Federal sponsor.
Congressional Interests
· Representative Phillip English R-PA-3

· Senator Arlen Specter R-PA

· Senator Bob Casey, Jr. D-PA

Issues  

· Demand for funding in the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP) for FY 2009 greatly exceeds appropriations. 

Project Manager:  Michael J. Greer (716) 879-4229, Michael.J.Greer@USACE.army.mil
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