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  November 2006

ERIE HARBOR, PA
FACT SHEET

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance (O&M)
Congressional Interests:  

Representative Phillip English D-PA-3

Senator Arlen Specter R-PA
Senator Rick Santorum R-PA
Project Capabilities:

	Work Package
	FY07 Capability
	FY07 Budget
	Issues

	Dredging 
	$615k
	$0k
	No funds are available to remove shoals in the entrance channel and harbor basin.    

	Project Condition Survey
	$22k
	$22k
	Funds will be used to determine and advise navigation interests of channel conditions.

	TOTAL
	$637k
	$22k
	


Current Condition:  Overall, the project is in good condition, although there is shoaling in the entrance channel and harbor basin. Additional dredging is needed to achieve full and safe channel dimensions.  The south pier is in good condition, the north pier will require repair within the next 5-7 years. The confined disposal facility (CDF) has approximately 75 percent of useful capacity remaining.     
Background: Deep draft shipping channels and navigation structures provide a protective harbor for commercial navigation and waterfront development in the city of Erie, Erie County, PA. The harbor basin and 2.4 mile entrance channel require maintenance dredging on an as-needed basis. Dredged material is placed in a 23 acre CDF that is located adjacent to the south pier.  The system of protective breakwaters consists of the north and south pier and total approximately 1.0 mile in length. The piers and CDF require periodic inspection and repair.  
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Purpose:  Erie Harbor serves a number of commercial and recreational interests.  Major commercial interests include the Erie-Western Pennsylvania Port Authority, Erie Sand and Gravel Company.  Major commodities include limestone, aggregates, and coal. Other interests include the U.S. Coast Guard and numerous recreational marinas.  
Significance:  The table below summarizes revenue, jobs, and personal income directly attributed to tonnage moving through the harbor.  It does not include secondary benefits associated with outlying businesses that use or manufacture raw materials received at the port.

	2005 Tonnage
	Direct Revenue
	Direct Jobs
	Direct Personal Income

	.8M
	$11.8M
	169
	$6.2M


Project Manager: Kathy M. Griffin (716) 879-4315
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